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Chapter 4 covers creating a logical design for the ISP. Once again, the usefulness of
some of the figures is questionable, but overall coverage of the material here is accept-
able.

Chapter 5 continues on to create a physical design. The planning capacity section is
where things become very interesting. While I havenÕt done a formal survey, I have
seen few books giving specific capacity planning formulas for sizing systems and appli-
cations. Yes, some books cover an aspect of it (e.g., Adrian CockroftÕs very capable Sun
Performance Tuning) but never from the application point of view. The formulas in
this chapter are the reason to have this book. Of course, I have not had an opportunity
to actually field-test the formulas, but they are a great start and would be useful for
non-service providers who run ISP applications as well.

Chapter 6 covers the selection process used for hardware and software for the imagi-
nary ISP, FijiNet. The tables in this section are not terribly useful, for no other reason
than they donÕt attempt to be complete. Covering ÒApplication ServersÓ and ÒDatabase
ServersÓ is not very useful. According to FijiNetÕs plan, application servers will be a
sideline business (not to mention that there are thousands of such applications). And
the database server software selection will be 99% dependent upon the billing software
chosen. It would be more useful to cover the criteria for selection of components
rather than the choices available.

With regards to the other software selection, the criteria seems to be whether or not
the component ships with Solaris 8. If part of the rationale in using software is that it
is open source, then use the open source version! This would provide ready availability
of security updates, software upgrades, and so on rather than having to wait for Sun to
release patches. As with any vendor-related book, the coverage is focused on Solaris 8.
Many service providers use one of the many BSD and/or GNU/Linux variants for
some or all of their server operations. It would have been nice for an OS besides
Solaris 8 to be covered. Of course, this is wishful thinking given that the book belongs
to the ÒSun BlueprintsÓ series. Finally, the appendices vary in their usefulness.

In the final analysis, the book is worthwhile simply for the capacity-planning equa-
tions it contains. But as a ÒHow to Set Up Your Own ISPÓ guide, it didnÕt meet my
expectations.

As always, I look forward to your questions and comments!
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